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Present Status Epidemic Poliomyelitis 


7 


From the first of January, 1934, to June 238, 1934, 
inclusive, 1333 cases of epidemic poliomyelitis have 
been reported in California. 
occurred during the last week of the period covered 
by these statistics. Out of the total number of 1333, 
959 cases have been reported from, Los Angeles Coun- 
ty, 106 from Alameda County, 66 from San Francisco 
and the remaining 202 cases have been scattered over 
26 counties of the State. There are indications now, 
however, that the epidemic may have reached its peak 
in Los Angeles County, where its prevalence has been 
concentrated during the past few weeks. There is 
some significance in the fact that during the week 
ending June 23 increased numbers of cases have been 
reported from several counties in the northern part 
of the State. Since the 1934 outbreak has appeared 
earlier in the year than any other similar outbreak 
in California, it is not possible to predict its future 
course. If it follows established precedents, more 
cases will continue to occur in northern California. 
Jt is doubtful that any other outbreak of epidemic 

poliomyelitis has received such intensive and concen- 
trated effort for control. The medical profession has 
cooperated with health officials in the provision of 
every known attribute that might be of value. Serv- 


ice clubs, philanthropic individuals, nursing and civic 
organizations 
emergency. 


have contributed valiantly in the 
While it is true that not as much as is 


Of this number, 345 


1 1 


desirable is known regarding this disastrous disease, 
it can not be said that any official concerned has been 
negligent in his attempt to check the spread of the 
outbreak, to prevent the disabling paralyses that 
occur in many cases, and to provide all available 
facilities for care and treatment. It is unfortunate — 
that this disease should cause such unbounded terror, 
but the human element involved inspires more than 
a wholesome fear of the infection. The fact that so 
little 1s known concerning it adds to the fear of the 
disease. | 

_ As compared with previous epidemics it would 
appear that the 1934 outbreak will bring the largest 
number of cases that have ever been reported during 
a single year. At the present time, however, it would 
appear that most of these cases are mild in character 
and that the fatality rate will be comparatively low. 
It is probable that a very large number of the 
reported cases are of the abortive type. Reporting 
of cases has been exceptionally thorough and it is 
believed that careful histories have been taken in all 
cases reported. The study of the outbreak in its 
entirety, it is believed, will provide valuable informa- 
tion relative to the epidemiology and treatment of 
the disease. The research work being undertaken in 
Los Angeles by the Rockefeller Institute, the work of 
the Hooper Foundation for Medical Research in San 
Francisco, and by Senior Surgeon Leake of the 
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United States Public Health Service in California, Cases Total 
will undoubtedly provide distinct contributions to 2 
our knowledge relative to the disease. 
The incidence of epidemic poliomyelitis in Cali- Miramonte 
fornia by years since 1920 is as follows: _ : San Gabriel Precinct__------------------- 5 
| | | "Weimer pare 2 
1 
County through of through . | 
April Ma 
y 
2 1 San Bernardino County: | 
an Luis Obispo County: 
— San Mateo County: 
--~ anta Barbara County: 
2 1 Santa Clara County: 
| — — 2 
* Cases charged to “California” represent patients ill before View 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling EE ee ee 
" about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. sae to__-------___------------------ 1 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 3 11 
t Notr.—Only those counties reporting cases have been listed. Solano County: 
Reported Cases of Poliomyelitis—Twenty-fifth Week Ending Stanislaus County: | 
June 23, 1934. _ Modesto 
Alameda County: Cases Total Turlock 1 
ee Contra Costa County: Yolo County: 
5 7 Yuba County 
County : | 1° * Cases charged to “California” represent patients ill before 
bee: ~~--------------------------- re entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
fast Sk 2 about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
ih These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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CHILD HEALTH RECOVERY 


Much time in the past two months has been devoted 
by the Bureau of Child Hygiene to the child health 
recovery program which, under the impetus of a 
Federal project developed in Washington, has per- 


mitted the employment of a nurse-director, five field 


supervisors and a staff of 61 field nurses. This 
project has furnished nursing supervision in nine 
counties which were without any such service, and 
has permitted the placing of nurses in 35 counties. 
The major activity of these nurses has been the child 
health recovery program—the discovery of mal- 
nourished children, their examination by a physician, 
where possible, and arrangements for additional feed- 
ing either through official relief agencies or from other 
sources. In addition to this project, a large amount 
of immunizing has been done, chest clinics have been 
developed, the correction of defects has been under- 
taken, and home hygiene classes have been taught. 

To cite the county in which most work has been 
done in four months: two nurses were assigned to 
Siskiyou County, to find that the local county medi- 
eal society had put in a local project for 8 regis- 
tered nurses to do field work. Our nurses, there- 
fore, were placed in general supervision of the work 


of this group. During the time that they served © 


Siskiyou County, 3336 children were given physical 
examination by physicians; a_ self-supported eye 
clinic was conducted by a physician; 35 children were 
discovered who needed eyeglasses, which were pur- 
chased ; a chest clinic was conducted and plans for a 
summer camp were drawn up, which, however, had 
to be abandoned when the project ceased; a crippled 
children’s survey was conducted and plans for a local 
clinic laid out which will be undertaken by the 
Crippled Children’s Society ; and some immunizations 
were done, but this service could not be widely dis- 
tributed due to the termination of the project. 
Five of the nurses employed under this project 
were actually taken over by the counties which they 


served, and there is a possibility that 14 others will 
be so absorbed. 


A report of this work has been turned in to the 


State Emergency Relief Administration and to the 
Federal government, upon which a letter of con- 
sratulation has been received both as to the content 


of the report and the human interest phases set out 


therein. 


HEALTH OFFICERS NEWLY APPOINTED 


Dr. N. N. Ashley has been appointed city health officer of 
Oakland, to succeed Dr. Arthur Hieronymus. 


AN OUTLINE OF THE LAWS OF CALIFORNIA 
WITH REGARD TO PUBLIC HEALTH 
PROCEDURES 


LESSON X 


CHILD HYGIENE 


1. Is the State Department of Public Health con- 
cerned with the health of children ? 


Yes. Under the law, it is charged with the investi- 
gation of conditions affecting their health and with 
the dissemination of educational information per- 
taining to the health of children. 

2. Is direct service provided in the interests of 
children? 

In the rural districts, or where proper facilities 
are lacking, physicians of the Bureau of Child 
Hygiene make physical examinations of children for 
the purpose of discovering physical defects, which are | 
referred to family physicians for correction. 


3. Are such examinations made in the homes? 
No. 


4. Does the bureau undertake any treatment or 


They are made in group conferences or clinics. 


correction of defects? 


Never, under any circumstances. These must be 
done by family physicians or by clinics or other 
services which may be provided in the community 
for those who are unable to pay for treatment. 


d. Is advice given to expectant mothers? 


Yes. In conferences and clinics organized where 
regular service is not available such advice is given. 


6. Is other service of this sort provided ? 


Institutes on child care, prenatal and maternity 
care are conducted at irregular intervals in special 
localities for the purpose of offering instruction to 
nurses and clinicians in proper methods of child, 
prenatal and, maternity care. 


7. Is literature on child and maternal welfare dis- 
tributed? | 


Yes. A wide range of literature covering these 
subjects is available for distribution. 


8. Are maternity homes and hospitals under regu- 
lation ? 


Yes. Such institutions are inspected regularly by 
the Bureau of Child Hygiene and licenses for their 
operation are issued. 


9. Must they conform to definite standards? 


Yes. Definite standards in the matter of equip- 
ment, sanitation, fire protection, etc., must be main- 
tained. 


Mr. W. Irving Robertson has been appointed city health _ 


officer of Beaumont to succeed Mr. W. J. Atkinson. 


-. (Lesson XI will appear next week) 
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MORBIDITY* 
Chickenpox 


207 cases of chickenpox have been reported, as follows: Berk- 
eley 12, Livermore 1, Oakland 19, Pleasanton 3, Martinez l, 
Pittsburg 3, \Fresno 2, Kings County 2, Lake County 1, Los 
Angeles County 9, Alhambra 5, Beverly Hills 1, Burbank l, 
Glendale 8, Huntington Park 6, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 39, 
Pasadena 6, ILynwood 1, San Anselmo 1, Merced 1, Salinas 1, 
Roseville 1, Riverside ¥ Sacramento 6, San Diego County 5, 
Chula Vista 5, National City 1, San Diego 29, San Francisco 13. 
San Joaquin County 3, Stockton 11, San Luis Obispo County 4, 
San Luis Obispo 1, Lompoc 1, Ventura County 1. 


Diphtheria 


39 cases of diphtheria have been reported, as follows: Im- 
perial County 1, Los Angeles County 5, Compton 1, Huntington 
Park 1, Los Angeles 20, Pasadena 1, Sierra Madre 1, Monterey 


Park t: San Benito County 2, San Bernardino e San Diego 
+ County 1, San Diego 1, Santa Barbara 1, Lindsay 1, Tulare 1. 


German Measles | 
93 cases of German measles have been reported, as follows: 


Berkeley 2, Livermore 1, Oakland 1, El Dorado County 1, Fresno 
‘County- 2, Reedley 1, Kern County 2, ‘Los Angeles County 15, 


Alhambra 2, Beverly Hills 2, Burbank 2, Compton 6, Glendale 1, 
Huntington ‘Park 6, Long Beach 3, LOs ‘Angeles Ai, Pasadena % 
Poniona 3, Santa Monica 1, Whittier 1, South Gate 2 , Monterey 
Park 2, Maywood i Madera County 1, Monterey ‘County 3, 


“Anaheim 5, Santa Ana 3, Stockton 1, ‘Santa Maria 1, San Jose :; 


Watsonville 2, Tulare County i. 


Influenza 


37 cases of influenza have been nisiieted. as follows: Oak- 
land 1, Kern County 4, Azusa 1, Glendale 1, Long Beach 1, 
Los Angeles 26, Santa Ana 1, San Francisco 2. | 


Malaria 
One case of malaria from Corona has been reported. 
Measles 


505 cases of osmalen have been renorted, as follows: Alameda | 


County 1, Alameda 1, Berkeley 15, Emeryville 2, Hayward 3, 
Livermore 1, Oakland 21, San Leandro 2, Contra Costa County 4, 
Hercules 1, Pinole i Richmond a Fresno County 3, Fresno 11, 
Sanger 1, ‘Kern County 3; Bakersfield 1, Lake County 6, Los 
Angeles County 1%, Alhambra 5, Burbank 4, Compton 1, La 
Verne 1, Long Beach 1, (Los Angeles 28, Monrovia a; Monte- 
bello 1, Pasadena 3,. Pomona 3, Monterey Park. 1, Marin County 
3; San Rafael i. Merced County 2, Napa County 1, Anaheim 2, 
La Habra 26, Placer County 1, Roseville 18, Riverside County 3, 


Riverside 2, Sacramento 2, Colton : San Bernardino 8, San | 


Diego County 2, Chula Vista :. National City 1, San Francisco 
162, Stockton 1, San Mateo County 15, Redwood City 7, San 
Mateo Santa Barbara County 8, Santa Barbara ‘Santa 


Maria 2, Santa Clara County 14, Palo Alto 8, San Jose 19, Willow 


Glen 1, "Santa Cruz 1, W'atsonville Z, Sierra County 10, Benicia 
2 Vallejo 1, Stanislaus County 2, Turlock 4, Red Bluff 1, 


Exeter 1, :; Ventura tad 5, Fillmore 5, Santa Paula 1, Wood- 
an 


Mumps 


200 cases of mumps have been as follows: 
County 3, Berkeley 8, Hayward 1, Oakland 27, Piedmont 3, San 
Leandro 1, Gridley 1, Fresno Sanger 1l, Calexico Kern 
County 1, Los Angeles County 9, Avalon 2, Compton 1, Glen- 
dale 1, Huntington Park 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 27, 
Pomona 1, Whittier 1, South ‘Gate 3, Maywood 2, San Anselmo * 
Calistoga t Orange 2, Santa Ana 6, Seal Beach 1, La Habra :. 


' Tustin 4, Hollister Me San Bernardino 6, San Diego County y 


San Diego 4, San Francisco 34, San Joaquin County 8, Stock- 

ton 14, South San Francisco 2, Santa Clara County 6, San Jose 1, 

Sp Cruz 1, Watsonville 4, Rio Vista 1, Modesto 1, "Red Bluff 1. 
inters 1. 


Pneumonia | 


26 cases of lobar pneumonia have been reported, as follows: 
Oakland 2, Fresno County 1, [Fresno 1, Los Angeles County 4, 
El Monte 1, Los Angeles 8, San Fernando 1, Merced County 1, 
Sacramento 2, San Diego 3, San Francisco 1, Ventura County 1. 


Scarlet Fever 


137 cases of scarlet fever have been reported, as Satie: 
Alameda County 3, Alameda 2, Berkeley 2, Oakland 7, San 
Leandro 1, Richmond 1, Fresno ‘County 2, Kern County 2, Los 
Angeles County 15, Compton 1, Culver City 1, Glendale 2, 
Hermosa 1, Huntington Park 3, Long Beach 1, Los Angeles 44, 
Pasadena 2, Pomona 1, Redondo 1, San Marino 1, Santa Mon- 
ica 3, South Gate 2, Gardena + Brea 1, Santa Ana 3, River- 
side 2, Sacramento 3, Hollister 1, San Diego 6, San Francisco 6, 
San Joaquin County 1, Stockton 1, San Luis Obispo County 1, 
San Mateo County 1, Santa Barbara 4, Santa Clara County 1, 
Vacaville 1, Tulare County 3, Dinuba 2, Yolo County 1. 


Smallpox 
No cases of smallpox have been reported. 


Typhoid Fever 


11 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as follows: Ala- 
meda 1, Humboldt County 1, Eureka 1, El Centro 1, Kern 
County 1, Lake County 1, Los Angeles 1, San Fernando 1, Sacra- 
mento 3. 


Whooping Cough 


282 cases of whooping, cough have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda 3, Berkeley 3, Oakland 5, Oroville 1, Contra ‘Costa 
County 2, Martinez i, El Dorado County 1, Fresno County 3, 
Fresno 3 Humboldt County 17; Los Angeles County 11, Al- 
hambra 3, Beverly Hills 3, Burbank 1, Compton 1, El Monte 3, 
Glendale 7 Huntington Park. 2,° Inglewood. 4, Long Beach 3. 
Los Angeles 60, Montebello 1, Pasadena 8, San Gabriel 1, Santa 
Monica 1, Lynwood South Gate eo Madera County 2, San 
Anselmo 2, Merced County 8 Orange County 5, Orange 2, La 
Habra 3, ‘San Clemente 1, Roseville 2, Riverside County 3, 
Riverside 1, Sacramento 6, Colton 2, San Bernardino 8, San 
Diego County 3, San Diego 31, San Francisco 18, San Joaquin 
County 2, Stockton 24, Tracy 2, San Mateo County 1, Santa 
Barbara County 3, Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 3, 
Palo Alto 2, San Jose 2, Willow Glen 9, Tulare County 1, Ven- 
tura County 5. 


Meningitis (Epidemic) 

2 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, as follows: 
Los Angeles 1, Placer County 1. 
Dysentery (Amoebic) 


8 cases of amoebic dysentery have been reported, as follows: 
Livermore 1, Long Beach 1, Santa Monica 1, Riverside 1, San 
Francisco 1, California 3.** 


Dysentery (Bacillary) 


9 cases of bacillary dysentery have been reported, as follows: 
Los Angeles 3, Madera County 1, San Francisco 1, Santa Clara 
County 3, Yolo County 1. | 


Ophthalmia Neonatorum 


One case of ophthalmia neonatorum from San Francisco has 
been reported. 


Pellagra 
One case of pellagra from San Francisco has been reported. 
Poliomyelitis | 


345 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, as follows: 
Alameda 4, Berkeley 10, Emeryville 1, Oakland 24, Piedmont 3, 
San Leandro 1, Contra Costa County 2, Martinez 5, Fresno 
County 2, Fowler 1, Fresno 5, Los Angeles County 40, Alham- 
bra 9, Beverly Hills + Covina 1, Glendale 10, Huntington Park 1, 
Inglewood 6, Long Beach ti Los Angeles 122, Monrovia 1, Pasa- 
dena 5, San Fernando 1, San Gabriel 3, San Marino 1, Santa 


Monica 4, South Pasadena 1, Lynwood 1, Hawthorne 3, South 


Gate 1, Monterey Park 1, Maywood 1, San Anselmo 3, Orange 
County 5, Santa Ana 1, Riverside County 1, San Bernardino 


County 1, Ontario 1, Upland 1, San Francisco 27, Stockton 1, 


San Luis Obispo 1, Burlingame 5, Santa Barbara County :: 
Santa Barbara 1, Santa Clara County 5, Mountain View 2. 
Palo Alto 1, San Jose 3, Solano County 1, Modesto 2, Turlock 1, 


Tulare County 4, Porterville 1, Visalia 1, Yolo County 2 Yuba 
County 1, California i: 


Tetanus 


One case of tetanus brought in on a steamship was reported 
from San ‘Francisco. 


Trachoma 


4 cases of trachoma have been reported, as follows: ‘Imperial 
County 2, Los Angeles 1, San Diego 1. 

Undulant Fever 

One case of undulant fever from Los Angeles has been 
reported. | 
Septic Sore Throat (Epidemic) 

3 cases of epidemic septic sore throat have been reported, as 
follows: San Francisco 1, San Mateo County 1, Redwood City 1. 
Food Poisoning : 

4 cases of food poisoning from San Francisco have been. 
reported. 

Rabies in Animals 


24 cases of rabies in animals sities been reported, as follows: 
‘Los Angeles County 8, Burbank 1, ‘Los Angeles 9, Bell 1, 
Orange County 1, San Diego 4. 


*Complete reports for above diseases for week ending June 
23, 1934. 

**Cases charged to ‘California’ represent patients ill before 
entering the State or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the State throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 
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